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The Five Gospels, What Did Jesus Really Say

20t (P By WS b 7

The Temporal gap that separates Jesus from the

first surviving copies of the Gospels..about one

hundred and seventy five years..corresponds to the

lapse in time from 1776..the writing of the

Declaration of Independence..

to 1950.

What if the oldest copies of the founding document

dated only from 19507

The Synoptic Gospels

Two Portraits of Jesus

The Gospel of John

Begins with John the Baptist

or birth and chidhood stories.

Jesus 1is baptised by John.

Jesus speaks in parables and

aphorisms.

Jesus 1s a sage.

Jesus 1is an exorcist.

Begins with Creation; no birth

or childhood stories.

Baptism of Jesus presupposed

but not mentioned.

Jesus speaks in long, involved

discourses.

Jesus 1s a philosopher and

mystic.

Jesus performs no exorcisms
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God's imperial rule is the Jesus himself is the theme of

theme of Jesus teaching. his own teaching.

Jesus has little to say about Jesus reflects extensively on

himself. his own mission and reason.

Jesus espouses the causes of Jesus has little or nothing to

the poor and oppressed. say about the poor and
oppressed.

The public ministry lasts one The public ministry lasts three

year. years.

The temple incident is late. The temple incident is early.
Jesus eats last supper with Foot washing replaces last

his disciples. supper.
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