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Chapter: The merits of Bilal bin Rabah, the freed slave of Abu Bakr ¢is &l o5,

Important Duties of Bilal (r)
2. The duty to inform the Prophet (s) of the time of prayer

» Why? Because, at times people come to the leader and do not leave him, they continue to talk with him,
so someone has to come ‘rescue’ them and remind everyone of the time of prayer.

He would inform the Prophet (s) of the time of Fajr
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...... He (&&) prayed two light rak'ahs ...... and recited Al-Fatihah in each of them,

and uttered the salutation. He then prayed eleven rak'ahs observing the witr and
then slept. Untill Bilal came to him and said: Prayer, Messenger of Allah (2&). He

got up and prayed two rak'ahs, and then led the people in the prayer.
® This was sunnah which the Prophet (s) prayed at home.
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Ubayd b. Umayr said, | asked Aisha, tell me the most amazing thing you saw in the
Prophet (s). She remained silent for some time and then said, On a night that was
my turn, the Prophet (s) said, O Aisha leave me so | may worship my Lord tonight. |
said, By Allag! | love to be with you but | also love what you love, so the Prophet (s)
got up, made wudu and stood up in order pray. Aisha (r) said, he began crying
continuously, until his lap became wet, she said he continued to cry as he sat in
prayer until his beard became wet. Aisha said, he continued to cry until the ground

also became wet.....
* He wept so much that from his tear his bear, lap and the ground before him became wet.



.. Then Bilal r came [to call him for Fajr] and said, O Messenger of Allah you are
crying? Allah has forgiven all of your sins. He (s) said, Shall | not become a grateful
servant? Tonight, a verse has been revealed to me, and whoever does not reflect
upon it then he is destroyed. Itis: 4¥/ &%y &lsacadl Bl o8 )

* Why was he (s) crying? out of gratitude. For which blessing? some food? gold? silver? Verses of the
Quran!!! When we learn an ayah, when we learn the Quran, do we cry? out of gratitude? Do we feel
grateful for the wealth of knowledge? Have we ever shed tears for the treasure of knowledge that Allah
has given us?

» And he who recites these verses, but does not reflect on them then for him is destruction. Many of us
recite these verses, but do we reflect on them? do we feel grateful for them.

o [was telling Samina, the way the study of the lives of the companions has impacted and softened my
heart.... their lives embarrass us: what have we done? what have we achieved? where have we lost our
time? we are wasting our time on things which are not in our control, we hold ourselves back thinking
we cant do anything. were there not problems in their lives? You dont see them crying because they
didnt have food in their homes. They were grateful for ilm, Quran, that Allah gave them.

He would inform the Prophet (s) of the time for prayer during travel, and

also place his sutrah
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Narrated "Aun bin Abu Juhaifah: My father said, "l saw Allah's Messenger (&) at
Abtah. Bilal came and informed him about the prayer and then came out with a
short spear (or stick) and planted it in front of Allah's Messenger (&) at the place

of Abtah and pronounced the Igama.”
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e called the Prophet (s) to prayer even in his final illness
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Narrated "Aisha L-c Il ~«s,: Bilal came to inform about the prayer to the Prophet
(&%), in his fatal illness. He said: "Tell Abu Bakr to lead the prayer.”

e So at various occasions, there are numerous narrations that tell us that Bilal would tell the Prophet (s)
about the prayer.

3. The responsibility to guard and serve the Prophet (s)

Providing water for wudu
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On a journey the Prophet (S) asked Bilal, is there any water for wudu? He said,
Yes, may Allah take me in ransom for you. He then brought the water and the
Prophet (s) performed wudu.

* He served him so lovingly.

Looking after the Prophet (s)’s food
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Anas (r) reported the Messenger of Allah (s) said, “Indeed | have feared for the
sake of Allah, such that no one has feared, and | have been harmed for the sake of
Allah, such that no one has been harmed. Thirty days and nights have passed over
me, and there was no food with Bilal and | forced something with a liver to eat,
except what Bilal could conceal under his armpit.”

The Prophet (s) leaned on him
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Narrated Jabir bin “Abdullah, he said, 'The Prophet (&%) stood up (on the Day of
Eid), first he offered the prayer then delivered the Khutba. When the Prophet of
Allah (g2) got free (from the Khutba), he went to the women and advised them,

while he was leaning on Bilal's hand and Bilal was spreading his garment and the
women were putting alms in it.’

Belng in the company of the Messenger of Allah (s) while travelling
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Narrated 'Abdullah e Il oa, that Allah's Messenger (&) came to Mecca through

its higher region on the day of the Conquest (of Mecca), riding his she-camel. On

which Usama bin Zaid was riding behind him and with him was Bilal.

® The Prophet (s) is entering as a victor! And who is with him? ex-slaves? or children of slaves? But the
Prophet (s) brought them with him, walked with them, to show that a person has value becaus eof their
Iman and amal, not their skin and race. Even today, so much racism exists, discrimination on account of
peoples colour.



Preparing food for the Prophet (s)
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(Salamah bin Akwa said: (when a man of polytheists took away the camel of the

Prophet g, | released the camel back from them).......... Then | came to the
Messenger of Allah (&), while he was at (the spring of) water from which | had
driven them away. ( and | saw) the Messenger of Allah (&), captured those camels

and everything else | had captured and all the lances and mantles | had snatched
from the polytheists and Bilal had slaughtered a she-camel from the camels | had
seized from the people, and roasted its liver and hump for the Messenger of Allah
e - He slaughtered, cut, prepared and served.

Preparing Iftar for the Prophet (s)
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Narrated 'AbduAllah b. Abi Awfa: We went along with the Messenger of Allah (g&)

while he was fasting. When the sun set, he said to Bilal: O Bilal! come down and
prepare barley drink for us. He said: Messenger of Allah! would that you waited for
the evening. He said: Come down and prepare barley drink for us. He said:
Messenger of Allah! the day still remains on you (i.e. there remains the brightness
of the day). He said: Come down and prepare barley drink for us. So he came
down and prepared barley drink. The Messenger of Allah (&%) then drank it and
said: When you see that the night approaches from this side, he who fasts has
reached the time to open it ; and he pointed to the east with his finger.
* - Meaning, do not see in the direction of west, but east. If you continue to look towards the west, you will
see brightness because the sun is setting there.

Swiftly serving the Prophet (s) while travelling
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Narrated Abu AbdurRahman Fihri: | was present with the Messenger of Allah & at

the battle of Hunayn. We travelled on a hot day when the heat was extreme. We
halted under the shade of a tree. When the sun passed the meridian, | put on my
coat of mail and rode on my horse. | came to the Messenger of Allah (&) who was

in his tent. | said: mlsfj ml mﬁ ! Jstey G olile ‘QL.JI I The time of departure has

come. He said: Yes. He then said: Rise, Bilal! He jumped out from beneath a gum-
acacia tree and its shade was like that of a bird. (his body was very weak) He said:
| am at your service and at your pleasure, and | make myself a sacrifice for you.

* Note the way he responds: le.m (75 chasly ool

He said: Put ready the saddle on the horse for me. He then took out a saddle, both
sides of which were stuffed with palm-leaves; it showed no arrogance and pride.
So he rode and we also rode.

* How alert he was in his duty, and happy about his work. He felt honoured.

Ready and alert
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Narrated Harith bin Yazid Bakri: "l arrived in Madinah and entered the Masijid and
found it full with the people and | also noticed a black banner raised high, while
Bilal was holding a sword before the Messenger of Allah (&&). | said: 'What is the
matter with the people?' They said: 'He g% intends to send 'Amr bin 'As

somewhere.’
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Taking initiative
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Narrated Abdullah ibn Mas'ud: We proceeded with the Messenger of Allah (Z2) on
the occasion of Hudaybiyyah. The Messenger of Allah (&) said: Who will keep

watch for us? Bilal said: | (shall do).
e These were his services: Remember the main things he did

4. Duty over financial matters

e He prepared food, gave adhan, brought water for wudu, stood guard, and here also managed finances.
e If we do one thing, we leave other things. He learnt so much from the Prophet (s).

The Prophet (s)’s treasurer
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Narrated Abdullah al-Hawzani: | met Bilal, the Mu'adhdhin of the Messenger of
Allah (&%) at Aleppo, and said: O Bilal! tell me, what was the financial position of

the Messenger of Allah (z&)? He said: whatever he had, that used to be entrusted
to me since the day Allah made him Prophet of Allah (&%) until he died.
* How much the Prophet (s) trusted him. How well he fulfilled his amanah.

Managed the finances of the Prophet (s)
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Narrated Jabir bin “Abdullah: | was with the Prophet (g&,) ina Ghazwa (Mllltary

Expedition) .... Then he said (to Jabir), "Would you like to sell your camel?" |
replied: Yes. So the Prophet (g&) purchased it for one Uqiya (of silver). Allah's

Messenger (Z) reached (Madinah) before me and | reached the next morning,

and when | went to the mosque, | found him at the door of the mosque. He asked

me: "Have you arrived just now?" | replied: Yes. He said, "Leave your camel and go

to (the mosque) and pray two rak at." | entered and offered the prayer. He ordered

Bilal to weigh me one Uqiya (of silver). So Bilal weighed for me lowering the scale.

® This camel bothered Jabir throughout the journey. The Prophet (s) bought it off of him to bring him ease
and relief.

* On return from journey, pray salah

* Lowered the scale: gave me more.

< -

Duty to collect charities
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The Prophet (s) gave the khutbah on eid, He then went towards the women. He
advised and reminded them and asked them to give alms. So the woman would
bring her hand near her neck and take off her necklace and put it in the garment of
Bilal. Then the Prophet (;j’;g;) and Bilal came to the house."
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Narrated lbn ‘Abbas: Once Allah's Messenger (&) came out while Bilal was

accompanying him. He went towards the women thinking that they had not heard
him (i.e. his sermon). So he preached them and ordered them to pay alms.
(Hearing that) the women started giving alms; some donated their ear-rings, some
gave their rings and Bilal was collecting them in the corner of his garment.

Bilal’s manner while collecting charities
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He then made his way through their (assembly) till he came to the women. Bilal
was with him. He then recited (this verse): O Prophet, when believing women come
to thee giving thee a pledge that they will not associate aught with Allah" (Ix. 12) till
he finished (his address to) them and then said: Do you conform to it (what has
been described in the verse)? Only one woman among them replied: Yes, Apostle
of Allah, but none else replied. He (the narrator) said: It could not be ascertained
who actually she was. He (the Holy Prophet) exhorted them to give alms. Bilal
stretched his cloth and then said: Come forward with alms. Let my father and
mother be taken as ransom for you. And they began to throw rings and ringlets in
the cloth of Bilal.

In the company of the Prophet (s) while distributing charities
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Jabir said, a man came to the Prophet (s) at Ja’rana while the Prophet (s) had
returned from Hunayn. There was silver in Bilals cloth, and the Prophet (s) was
giving handfuls of it to the people.

The instruction to him to continue to spend
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Th eProphet (s) said to Bilal, Spend o bilal! and do not fear poverty from the Owner
of the Throne!

5. Duty to make announcements

Making the announcement before the distribution of booty

*
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When the Messenger of Allah (g&) gained booty he ordered Bilal to make a publlc

announcement. He made a public announcement, and when the people brought

their booty, he would take a fifth and divide it. Thereafter a man brought a halter of

hair and said: Messenger of Allah, this is a part of the booty we got. He asked:

Have you heard Bilal making announcement three times? He replied: Yes. He

asked: What prevented you from bringing it? He made some excuse, to which he

said: Be (as you are), you may bring it on the Day of Judgment, for | shall not

accept it from you.

* He was so strict in this regard: to teach a lesson.

® When we are asked to do something, we must do it at the right time. When someone has given us money
for a particular cause, must use it for that only. Be honest with Allah’s wealth.

Making important announcements during battle

2 J2L 513 55T a1 5|5 Gebe ) &) J535 ¥ 5306 68 I G 4 alr Jo ) JUES <o

- [6606:6) el geeon]
Allah's Messenger (&%) said, "O Bilal! Get up and announce in public: None will
enter Paradise but a believer, and Allah may support this religion (Islam) with a
wicked man.”
e Sometimes a person is busy doing good work, learning and teaching, busy with da’wah. But if our

actions are not correct then what are we doing? On the external we are doing great work, but what is

going on inside us? The one who purifies his nafs has succeeded. How can we remind others and not do
anything ourselves?

Duty to make people quiet during the Khutbah
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It was narrated from Bilal bin Rabah that the Prophet (%) said to him, on the
morning of the gathering [at Muzdalifah]’: “O Bilal, calm the people down,” or “make
them be quiet.” Then he said: “Allah has been very gracious to you in this gathering
of yours [At Muzdalifah]. He has forgiven the wrongdoers among you because of
the righteous among you, and He has given the righteous among you whatever
they ask. Move on in the Name of Allah.”
® Muzdalifah is a night you cant forget.
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Anas b. Malik reported, the Prophet (s) stood at Arafaat and sun was about to set,
the Prophet (s) said, O Bilal! Ask the people to become quiet for me (so | may
address them). So Bilal stood up and said, Become silent for the Messenger of
Allah! So the people became silent. He (s) said, O assembly of people! Jibril came
to me just now and conveyed me the greeting from my Lord, and said that Allah
has pardoned the people of Arafah and the people of Mash’ar and has taken upon
Himself to complete their deficiencies. So Omar got up and asked, O Messenger of
Allah! Is this only for us? He said, This is for you and also for all those who come
after you until the Day of Judgment.

The Prophet (s)’s relationship with Bilal
The Prophet (s) gave him good news of Jannah
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Abu Musa reported: | was in the company of Allah's Apostle (£%) as he had been

sitting in Ji'rana (a place) between Mecca and Medina and Bilal was also there,
that there came to Allah's Apostle (£%) a desert Arab, and he said: Muhammad,

fulfill your promise that you made with me. Allah's Messenger (&%) said to him:

Accept glad tidings. Thereupon the desert Arab said: You shower glad tidings upon
me very much; then Allah's Messenger (&%) turned towards Abu Musa and Bilal

seemingly in a state of annoyance and said: Verily he has rejected glad tidings but
you two should accept them. We said: Allah's Messenger, we have readily
accepted them. Then Allah's Messenger (&%) called for a cup of water and washed

his hands in that and face too and put the saliva in it and then said: Drink out of it
and pour it over your faces and over your chest and gladden yourselves. They took
hold of the cup and did as Allah's Messenger (£&) had commanded them to do.

Thereupon Umm Salama called from behind the veil: Spare some water in your
vessel for your mother also, and they also gave some water which had been
spared for her.
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The Prophet (s) pardoned him for his mistake
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Narrated "Abdullah bin Abi Qatada: My father said, "One night we were traveling
with the Prophet (&) and some people said, 'We wish that Allah's Messenger (&)
would take a rest along with us during the last hours of the night.'
» We have been travelling for so long, a break would be good.
He said, 'l am afraid that you will sleep and miss the (Fajr) prayer.' Bilal said, 'l will
make everyone get up.' So all slept and Bilal rested his back against his Rahila and
he too was overwhelmed (by sleep) and slept. The Prophet (£3:) got up when the
edge of the sun had risen and said, 'O Bilal! What about your statement?"'
® You had said you will wake everyone up, what happened?
He replied, 'l have never slept such a sleep.' The Prophet (£%) said, 'Allah captured

your souls when He wished, and released them when He wished. O Bilal! Get up
and pronounce the Adhan for the prayer.' The Prophet (gi) performed ablution and

when the sun came up and became bright, he stood up and prayed.”

* There was wisdom in this. Sometimes, the circumstances are such that one is not able to wake up. Not
routine, but becaus eof unusual circumstances this happens.

® The Prophet (s) did not get upset and angry with Bilal.

* Bilal said, it was sleep. The Prophet (s) said, Allah takes your souls...

The Prophet (s)’s advice
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Narrated Abu Sa’id al-Khudri: Once Bilal brought Barni (| e. a kind of dates) to the

Prophet (&)

* Do you know about different types of dates? which ones? When you go for Hajj, may Allah take you,

then go visit the market where dates are sold, and look at the different varieties.
* Barni dates are of very good quality.
and the Prophet (&%) asked him, "From where have you brought these?" Bilal

replied, "I had some inferior type of dates and exchanged two Sas of it for one Sa
of Barni dates in order to give it to the Prophet; to eat." Thereupon the Prophet (&i)

said, "Beware! Beware! This is definitely Riba (usury)! This is definitely Riba



(Usury)! Don't do so, but if you want to buy (a superior kind of dates) sell the
inferior dates for money and then buy the superior kind of dates with that money.”
* Meaning, do not barter, exchange poor quality for better quality

Aisha (r)’s visit
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Narrated "Aisha: When Allah's Messenger (£%) came to Medina, Abu Bakr and
Bilal got fever, and | went to both of them and said, "O my father, how do you feel?
O Bilal, how do you feel?"

Character and Noble qualities

Weakness of vision
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Anas (r) reported, The Prophet (s) said, Do not let the adhan of bilal prevent you
from eating sahoor, there is some weakness in his eye (so he may give the adhan
early due to that)
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Samurah b. Jundub reported that the Messenger of Allah (s) said, Do not let the

adhan of Bilal confuse you, there is a problem with his eye.
* - Despite this, he fulfilled his duty to the best of his ability.

Walking behind the Prophet (s) out of respect
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Anas said, once the Prophet (s) went to the gardens of AbuTalhah in order to
relieve himself and Bilal was walking behind him as he found it disrespectful to
walk next to him. While walking, the Prophet (s) passed by a grave, he stood there
until Bilal also came. The Prophet (s) said, Bilal, do you hear the sound that | hear?
Bilal said he did not hear anything. The Prophet (s) said, the person in the grave is
being tormented.

Performing prayer while travelling after everyone had slept



TE o

@3;6,53145)31131ww;umaggswmyyuswwlwwmywn 535 jv:.
[1592: s o] 350S1 vy ade Al o all Jods 365 & 535 G S Lad Jidn o & 381 » JSLJ JB&s
Abu Huraira reported that when the Messenger of Allah (g&) returned from the

expedition to Khaibar, he travelled one night, and stopped for rest when he became
sleepy. He told Bilal to remain on guard during the night and he (Bilal) prayed as
much as he could, while the Messenger of Allah (&%) and his Companions slept.

Death
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Bilal ~e Il s, died in Syria as he had wished and was buried in Damascus in

year 20 Hijri.

o After the death of the Prophet (s), Bilal could not stay in Madinah. He would miss th eProphet (s) a lot.
® When the Messenger of Allah (g&) passed away, Bilal gave the Adhan and Allah’s Messenger was not
yet buried. So when he said the words '&) Jsw, laanae &1 agl” “I bear witness the Muhammad is the

Messenger of Allah”, the people in the Mosque would cry in loud voices. When Allah’s Messenger (&)

was buried, Abu Bakr asked him to give Adhan. So he said: “If you had set me free so I remain with you,
then this is the way (meaning, I will do what you tell me), but if your set me free for the sake of Allah,
then leave me for the One you set me free for. (Abu Bakr) replied: I had set you free for Allah’s sake.
(Bilal) said “Then I will not perform the call to prayer for anyone other than the Messenger of Allah
(88).” (Abu Bakr) replied: it is your choice. He remained in Medina until the armies left for Syria and
he left with them for Syria.

* He had a dream, the Prophet (s) said to him in his dream that you have left MAdina? So Bilal returned
to MAdina after 6 months. Asked about Fatima (r) and learnt she had passed away. He cried. Asked
about Hasan and Husayn, met them, hugged them and wept profusely.
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Narrated Jabir bin “Abdullah: "Umar used to say, ""Abu Bakr is our chief, and he

manumitted our chief," meaning Bilal.

® Omars humility! and the greatness of Bilal! Omar valued and respected him because Bilal was so dear to
the Prophet (s).

* AbuBakr freed Bilal (r). The story of that:


https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25B4%25D8%25A7%25D9%2585
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%25D8%25AF%25D9%2585%25D8%25B4%25D9%2582
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/20_%25D9%2587%25D9%2580
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One day Umaiyah bin Khalaf was whipping Bilal, when Abu Bakr was passing by.
He stopped and said: O Umaiyah! Do you not fear (the wrath of) Allah regarding
this poor man? How long will you punish him like this? Umaiyah replied, “You see
him in this state because you have corrupted him and only you are responsible for
freeing him from this punishment” and Umaiyah continued to beat him while he had
despaired of Bilal giving up his faith. Abu Bakr expressed his desire to buy him and
offered him three gold ugiyah to let him go. Umaiyah said to Abu Bakr: “By Lat and
'Uzza'l if you had insisted that you will only pay one ugiya for him | would have
given him to you for that much!” Abu Bakr replied: “| swear by Allah! If you had
refused me and asked for 100 gold ugiya, | would have paid you that too.

* Near umaiyah, Bilal had no value. He said I would sell him for even one oogiyah. But near ABuBakr
Bilal was so precious, he said he would be willing to pay 100 ooqiyah!
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Narrated Qais: Bilal said to Abu Bakr, "If you have bought me for yourself then keep

me (for yourself), but if you have bought me for Allah's Sake, then leave me for

Allah's Work.”

* Keep me, as in then I will just do as you tell me.

* But if you set me free for the sake of Allah, then let me go

o After the death of the Prophet (s), AbuBakr was insisting that Bilal should stay in MAdina and continue
to give the adhan. But it was very difficult for Bilal, he missed the Prophet (s) too much, there were too
many memories and in the adhan saying ‘AShhadu anna Muhammadar Rasoolallah’ was very difficult
for him. So he asked if he could go to Shaam and participate in jihad, but AbuBakr wouldnt allow him.
So he said this to AbuBakr - if you set me free for the sake of Allah then let me serve Allah’s deen, let me
go out in Allah’s way. So AbuBakr let him go.

® The words Bilal used for the Prophet (s): LAbbaik, sa’dayk, fidaaka ummee wa abee: can we use them for
someone else? Like a teacher, honourable person? Yes. Out of love and respect, it is correct. If our parents
call us, we say: yes, coming! In Arabic: labbaik! This is correct.

* When Bilal returned, gave the adhan, the entire city wept. Everyone came out of their houses. everyone
wept, and when Bilal said, ‘I testify that Muhammad (s) is the Messenger of Allah’ he fell unconscious.
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