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His lineage met the lineage of the Prophet (s)
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His lineage meets with that of the Prophet (S) at AbdManaf
Father and Mother
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His father was Sufyan b. Harb, and his mother Hind bt. Utbah - from Banu Umayyah,
Quraysh tribe.
Kunyah
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Birth
He was born five years before Prophethood.

Acceptance of Islam
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It is said that Mu’awiyah (r) himself, his father, his mother and his brother Yazeed

accepted ISlam on the day of the conquest of Makkah.

It is also said that he had embraced Islam before the conquest and only publicized it

at the Conquest.

- His brother and son were both named Yazeed.


https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%25D8%25A3%25D8%25A8%25D9%2588_%25D8%25B3%25D9%2581%25D9%258A%25D8%25A7%25D9%2586_%25D8%25A8%25D9%2586_%25D8%25AD%25D8%25B1%25D8%25A8
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%25D8%25B9%25D8%25A8%25D8%25AF_%25D9%2585%25D9%2586%25D8%25A7%25D9%2581
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%25D9%2587%25D9%2586%25D8%25AF_%25D8%25A8%25D9%2586%25D8%25AA_%25D8%25B9%25D8%25AA%25D8%25A8%25D8%25A9
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%25D9%2581%25D8%25AA%25D8%25AD_%25D9%2585%25D9%2583%25D8%25A9

Brief Introduction
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He is of the companions of the Prophet (s), amongst the scribes who wrote the
revelation
- He was trusted with regards to the Wahy: This shows his status, how
reliable he was to the Prophet (s).

He is the sixth Caliph, and the one who founded the governance of BanuUmayyah in
Shaam.

- After AbuBakr, Omar, Uthman, Ali, Hasan - 30 years after the death of

the Prophet (s).

First Caliph from the Banu Umayyah

- Omar (r) appointed him as the governor of Shaam.

- He governed the people for a very long time. Someone asked him how
do you do this? He said, | have a rope between me and the people,
when they pull it | loosen it.. this is how relationships should be, if you
keep pulling, it will snap.

- We are all human, we have our nafs and there is also shaytan, so we
are not perfect. So it is necessary that we try to understand one another,
and lack of communication is the root of misunderstanding and that
leads to many problems.

- If we dont communicate our expectations then people will find it difficult
ot understand us and get along with us.

Literate
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He was born in Makkah and learnt how to write as well as calculation.
- There were only about 17 people in Makkah who knew how to read and
write, and were regarded very honourable

Honourable companion
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He was a great companion and king... he was of those who had deep understanding

of the religion like IbnAbbas testified. And many great scholars have testified to his
great rank, excellence and justice


https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25A5%25D8%25B3%25D9%2584%25D8%25A7%25D9%2585
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25AF%25D9%2588%25D9%2584%25D8%25A9_%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25A3%25D9%2585%25D9%2588%25D9%258A%25D8%25A9
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25B4%25D8%25A7%25D9%2585
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%25D9%2585%25D9%2583%25D8%25A9

Important Services
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When AbuBakr (r) was appointed as the Caliph, he appointed Yazeed b. AbiSufyan

(brother of Mu’awiyah) as the leader of an army and sent Mu’awiyah (r) with him as
well. This army lead victories in the cities of Sayda, Jubayl and Bayrut.
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When Omar (r) became the Caliph, he appointed him as the governor of Jordan, and
then the governor of Damascus after the death of his brother Yazeed.
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Then Uthman (r) appointed him as the governor of all the areas of Shaam, and
placed all the governors of its cities under him.

- So first he was governor over Jordan, then Damascus and then the
entire area of Shamm.

Death
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He passed away in Damascus at the age of 78, and he had already appointed his
son Yazeed as the Caliph after him.

- Some people differed with him over this.
He was buried in Damascus, this was in 60 A.H.

His virtues

The Prophet (s)s supplication for him
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The Prophet (&) said about Mu’awiyah (r): O Allah! Make him a guiding one, one
who is rightly-guided, guide him and guide others through him.

The Prophet (s)’s scribe
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https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%25D8%25A3%25D8%25A8%25D9%2588_%25D8%25A8%25D9%2583%25D8%25B1_%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25B5%25D8%25AF%25D9%258A%25D9%2582
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%25D9%258A%25D8%25B2%25D9%258A%25D8%25AF_%25D8%25A8%25D9%2586_%25D8%25A3%25D8%25A8%25D9%258A_%25D8%25B3%25D9%2581%25D9%258A%25D8%25A7%25D9%2586
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%25D8%25B5%25D9%258A%25D8%25AF%25D8%25A7%25D8%25A1
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%25D8%25B9%25D8%25B1%25D9%2582%25D8%25A9
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%25D8%25AC%25D8%25A8%25D9%258A%25D9%2584
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%25D8%25A8%25D9%258A%25D8%25B1%25D9%2588%25D8%25AA
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%25D8%25B9%25D9%2585%25D8%25B1_%25D8%25A8%25D9%2586_%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25AE%25D8%25B7%25D8%25A7%25D8%25A8
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25A3%25D8%25B1%25D8%25AF%25D9%2586
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%25D8%25AF%25D9%2585%25D8%25B4%25D9%2582
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%25D8%25B9%25D8%25AB%25D9%2585%25D8%25A7%25D9%2586_%25D8%25A8%25D9%2586_%25D8%25B9%25D9%2581%25D8%25A7%25D9%2586
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%25D8%25AF%25D9%2585%25D8%25B4%25D9%2582
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%25D9%258A%25D8%25B2%25D9%258A%25D8%25AF_%25D8%25A8%25D9%2586_%25D9%2585%25D8%25B9%25D8%25A7%25D9%2588%25D9%258A%25D8%25A9
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%25D8%25AF%25D9%2585%25D8%25B4%25D9%2582
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%25D8%25B1%25D8%25AC%25D8%25A8
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/60_%25D9%2587%25D9%2580

Ibn Abbas reported that the Muslims neither looked to Abu Sufyan nor did they sit in
his company.

- This was because he embraced ISlam late and people did not like him
because of his history

So he (Abu Sufyan) said to Prophet (g3): O Prophet of Allah, confer upon me three

things. He replied: Yes (say it). He (further) said: My daughter Umm Habibah bint

Abu Sufyan, the most beautiful and the best (woman) | marry her to you, whereupon

he said: Yes.

- The Prophet (s) was already married to her at this point, AbuSufyan is

showing his approval here.

And he again said: And accept Mu'awiya to serve as your scribe. He said: Yes. He

again said: Make me the commander (of the Muslim army) so that | should fight

against the unbelievers as | fought against the Muslims. He said: Yes.

- The Prophet (s) was so big hearted! People who opposed him for so
many years! Hurt him in so many ways for so long, and he gave them an
opportunity to work also. He accepted them also! If we ever have a
disagreement with some people we tie a knot in our hearts against
them... we firmly decide never to work with them, cooperate with them,
accept them ever again...

- Abudahls son lkrimah, Khalid b. Waleed who had harmed th emuslims at
Uhud... so many people... the Prophet (s) did not just forgive them,
accept their ISlam, rather he gave them opportunities to serve the deen
also. IF Allah forgives them, accepts their Islam, then are we bigger? IF
someone is saying sorry to us, accept it. It is difficult to forgive but it is
very important. Through this there is barakah in our work. When we
forgive we lighten our burden. we become happier.

- All these people, when they were forgiven, accepted, then look at the
good they brought

- Two times Allah says in the Quran: you are enemies to one another: this
will continue always between people. the main thing is that when the
truth comes we accepit it, follow it. These differences will be there, the
Sahabah also differed, they had their opinions, but their forgave one
another.

- When there was Ikhtilaf between Ali and Muawiyah, the Roman king
wrote to Muawiyah, | can send you som ehelp against Ali. Muawiyah (r)
wrote back, o roman dog, if you dare do anything like this, | will come
under the leadership of Ali to fight you. believers are brothers, Ikhtilaf is



there, but because of Iman we must value each other, accept each
other, forgive each other.

- Unity does not mean there will not be diferences. Differences will be
there in living people, Allah warned of it also, the main thing is obey Alah
and and the MEssenger, refer to Allah and the Messenger. and where
the command of Allah comes, the command of His Messenger comes
then surrender.This is success: great success for whoever that obeys
Allah and the Messenger - in dunya and akhirah.

- This is the difference between man and shaytan: man repents, turns
back.

- More than the king, it is the loyal ones / lovers of the king that cause
problems in their love and loyalty. This creates difficulty. Sometimes the
ikhtilaf between 2 people is not very big, but when other people get
involved then the problems escalate. Something small becomes very
big. So in your problems, refrain from involving other people.

- The Prophet (s)’s success: that he was able to take everyone along with
him. He overlooked differences and the hurt that peole caused him.
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Ibn Abbas reported that Allah's Messenger (&i:) sent me to call Mu awiyah to write

for him. He said: He is busy in taking food. He again sent me towards him. He said:
he is busy in taking food, whereupon Allah's Messenger (&) said: May Allah not fill
his belly!

This should not be understood as a du’a against him

Imam Albani has written in explanation of this hadith: Some people use this hadith to
criticize Mu’awiyah (r) while this is not correct, he was afterall the scribe of the
Messenger of Allah (s). The correct thing is that the Prophet (S) did not pray against
him, rather as is the case with Arabs they sometimes said things without intending
them. The Prophet (s)s words ‘may your hands be rubbed in dust’ etc., are a proof
that. He ( 5) also sald
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O Allah, | am a human being and for any person amongst Muslims upon whom | hurl
malediction or invoke curse or give him whipping make it a source of purity and
mercy. [Muslim]

- This dua is in the Alhuda sorry card



The Prophet (s) had him write messages
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Narrated Sahal bin Hanzala Ansari the companion of Allah’s Messenger that once
Uyaina and Agra asked for something from Allah’s Messenger. So he commanded
Mu awiya to write that thing for them. He wrote it and Allah’s Messenger stamped it.
And he ordered to hand over the letter to them.

The Prophet (s)’s brother-in-law
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Abdullah reported that Umm Habiba, the wife of Prophet (8), said: O Allah, enable

me to derive benefit from my husband, the Messenger of Allah (Z&), and from my

father Abu Sufyan and from my brother Mu'awiya. Prophet (g2) said: You have asked
from Allah about durations of life already set, and the length of days already allotted
and the sustenances the share of which has been fixed. Allah would not do anything
earlier before its due time, or He would not delay anything beyond its due time. And if
you were to ask Allah to provide you refuge from the torment of the Hell Fire, or from
the torment of the grave, it would be good and better (for you).

- Meaning instead of asking o Allah benefit me from my brothers, etc. it is
better that you ask for protection from the fire. When you ask for dunya,
dont forget to ask for Akhirah.

- When you see your children pursuing the dunya: liking it, seeking it,
building it - their job, business, money... then remind them ‘ok, good, but
work for what is eternal also’ and then stop. Dont go on and on.

‘s’f %:

His virtue on account of being of the in-laws of the Prophet (s)

[18907: 90> Lius] Lg)g.og wg u-uw Jw.c &I:a.a:; &uﬁl é;é Qujﬁl :)l
The Prophet (s) said, All relationships will sever on the day of Judgment, except for
my relationships through blood or marriage.

The Prophet (S)’s prediction regarding him
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Narrated Umm Haram bint Milhan: "Once the Prophet (gi) [came to their house and]

slept near me and then he got up smiling. | said, 'What makes you smile?' He
replied, 'Some of my followers were presented to me who were sailing on this green
sea like kings on thrones.' | said, Invoke Allah to make me one of them." So he (&)
invoked for her and went to sleep again. He did the same (i.e. got up smiling) and
Umm Haram repeated her question as before and he gave the same reply. She said,
"Invoke Allah to make me one of them." He said, "You are among the first batch."
Later on it happened that she went out in the company of her husband 'Ubada bin
Samit who went for Jihad and it was the first time the Muslims undertook a naval
expedition led by Mu awiya. While returning from the expedition, the army landed on
the coast of Syria, a riding animal was presented to her to ride, but the animal let her
fall and thus she died.

- Her grave is in Cyprus.

Good news of forgiveness for this group
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Umm Haram informed us that she heard the Prophet (&) saying, "Paradise is

granted to the first batch of my followers who will undertake a naval expedition."
Umm Haram added, | said, 'O Allah's Messenger (£&)! Will | be amongst them?' He

replied, 'You are amongst them.' The Prophet (£%) then said, 'The first army

amongst' my followers who will invade Caesar's City will be forgiven their sins.' |
asked, 'Will | be one of them, O Allah's Messenger (gi)?' He replied: No.”

- because she was martyred before that.

His Character and Noble Qualities

Generous and big-hearted
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He was benevolent and generous especially with Ahl al-Bayt and companions.

Calm and clement
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IbnOmar (r) said, Mu’awiyah (r) was of the most calm people.
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Qubaysah b. Jabir said: | stayed with Mu’awiyah b. AbiSufyan, and | have not seen
any man more calm and composed than him, more slow in ignorance and fighting
than him, and more deliberate in his work than him.
When we become hasty, we panic and rush then we disturb our relationships. If we
really want to do our work well, then calm down, relax first. We begint o panic,
especially mothers. You can remind your children softly also, instead of frightening
nd pressurizing them change what you say to them. IF they are not eating, your
panic will not make them eat fast. Children are very imaginative and creative. WE
want them to eat and they are reflecting on their food. They are making designs and
pictures in their food and we scold them, have you not seen this food before? We
think they are dilly-dallying but they are using their mind.
-Mu’awiyah (r) was very deliberate in his work.. slow and careful.. he ruled
for 30 years, and had so much work to do, but he was calm. So if we want
to get things done, let us calm down.

Moderate and Balanced personality
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Once Mu'awiya r) came to Ibn Zubayr and ibn 'Amir, Ibn 'Amir got up in his respect,
while Ibn Zubayr remained seated. Mu'awiya said, be seated, | heard the Prophet

(2%) saying: "Whoever likes to have the slaves of Allah stand up for him, he should

make his place in the Fire.”
- one should not expect respect from others

s

-

Someone who admitted his mistake and accepted advice
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It was narrated that Ibn Abbas said: Once he was doing tawaf of the house of Allah
with Mu awiya. Mu awiya was touching all the corners (of Ka’bah). So Ibn Abbas said
to him: As to why you are touching these two corners, although the Messenger of
Allah (&%) did not touch these two? " Mu'awiya said, "There is no part of Allah’s
house that is left untouchable." Ibn Abbas recited this verse: {ml L,[}w) o eSJ S G

Tl oy.ul} Mu wiya said: you spoke the truth.
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-lbnAbbas was much younger than him, but he accepted his advice.

Someone who took the advice of the wives of the Prophet (s)
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A man from the people of Madinah reported that Mu’awiyah (r) sent a letter to Aisha
(r) that write me a letter in which you advise me but do not be too lengthy.

- The best speech is short and based on evidence: When we write ten
things in one post / message, no one reads it.

Aisha (r) wrote back to him and after (43 i <ile 25L%) she wrote: | heard the

Messenger of Allah (s) say, Any person who in seeking Allah’s pleasure displeases
people, then Allah will remove the hurt of people from him. And the person who
displeases Allah in seeking the approval of people, then Allah will leave him to them,
chle adleally

- People will be fine, they wont be able to hurt him, and if they do, it will
not bother him.

- She gave him this advise because he was the Khalifa, dealing with
people. So give advice that is relevant.

Not suspicious

Whatever you have to ask, ask directly, do not send people to investigate
matters for you.
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Mu'awiya said, "l heard some words from the Prophet (&%), by which Allah helped
me." "l heard the Messenger of Allah (£&) saying, "If you will engage in doubt and
suspicions regarding people’s affairs, you will corrupt them.' Therefore | do not
engage in doubt and suspicions regarding people’s affairs so that | will not corrupt
them.”
- This is very important when dealing with people. Even your children: Ask
them directly, instead of being suspicious. Even with regards to your
spouse: whose message is this, and who is this person... unless there is



something that has come to your attention, and even then ask directly,
instead of looking through their phone etc. behind their back. Even when
you see something with your eyes, its possible that you misunderstood.
So ask Allah to correct your affairs for you. When you take things in your
own hand, especially those that you have no control over then you further
corrupt them.

Someone who worried for his akhirah
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AbuQubayl said that once Mu’awiyah (r) gave us the Jumuah Khutbah and said,
certainly wealth is our wealth and Fay is our Fay and we can give to whoever we
want and withold it from whoever we want. No one refuted his statement. When the
next Friday came, he said something similar and again no one refuted him. When the
third Friday came he repeated the same statement but this time a man in the masjid
said, No, rather wealth is our wealth and Fay is our Fay, whoever comes between us
and our wealth then we will fight him with our sword. Mu’awiyah (r) called the man
after the prayers and made him sit with him, then he called all the people also. When
everyone had asembled, he said, people! | said this statement on the first fFriday
and no one rejected it, | repeated it on the following Friday and no one rejected it, but
when the third Friday came, this man revived me, may Allah revive him. | heard the
Messenger of Allah (s) said, Soon a people will come who will say things and no one
will refute them, and they will be thrown in hell on their mouths liked monkeys fall. |
was afraid that may Allah not make me amongst such people but when this man
refuted me he revived me. May Allah revive him and | hope from Allah that He will not
make me amongst them.

Someone who remembered his death
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Narrated Jarir bin Abdullah, he said that | heard Mu awiya bin Abu Sufyan while
giving sermon that Allah's Messenger (&i:) died when he was sixty-three years old,

and Abu Bakr died too when he was sixty-three years old and Umar died too when

he was sixty-three years old.Mu awiya said: and now | have become sixty-three
years old.

He accepted the superiority of Hasan (r)
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Whenever he would meet Husayn b. Ali (r)he would say, Welcome o son of Allah’s
Messenger, and he appointed 3000 Dirham for Hasan (r).
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Mu’awiyah (r) reported that | have seen the Prophet (s) kiss Hasan b. Ali, and the
one who has been kissed by the Prophet (s) will not be punished.
- So even though he had differences with Hasan, he did not entertain any

evil for him.

Someone who knew the fadeelah of the Ansar
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Once a group of the Ansar was sitting that Mu’awiyah (r) came to them and asked
them about the topic of their discussion. They said we were talking in regards to the
Ansar. Mu’awiyah (r) said, Shall | increase your knowledge by informing you of a
hadith that | heard from the Messenger of Allah? They said, of course o Leader of the
Faithful! HE said, | heard the Prophet (s) say, Whoever loves the Ansar then Allah
loves him too, and whoever dislikes the Ansar then Allah dislikes him too.
Ustazahs teachers last name was ‘Ansari’ so he would joke with them,

that | am Ansari and | deserve that you love me...

His attitude towards the Ahadith of Prophet (é”%l’c)
Extremely careful

- He would cross-check, demand proof for ahadith that were narrated in
his presence.
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Abdullah b. Amir said | heard Mu’ aW|yah (r) say: Refrain from narrating too many
ahadith from the Prophet (s) except for those which were narrated in the time of
Omar (r), because Omar (r) would warn people regarding Allah.

Narrated very few ahadith
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It was narrated that Ma bad Juhayni said: Mu awiya used to narrate very few Ahadith
from Allah’s Messenger (Z) and he rarely ever left out these words, or else he
would state them in Jumua'h (sermon). The Prophet (%) said: "When Allah wants to

do good to a person, He makes him comprehend the religion; this wealth is sweet
and attractive. Whoever takes it without insisting, it will be blessed for him and
'‘Beware of praising one another, for it is slaughtering (one another).™

Narrated hadith according to situation
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Abu Sa'id Khudri reported that Mu'awiya went to a circle in the mosque and said:
What makes you sit here? They said: We are sitting here in order to remember Allah.
He said: | adjure you by Allah (to tell me whether you are sitting here for this very
purpose)? They said: By Allah, we are sitting here for this very purpose. Thereupon,
he said: | have not demanded you to take an oath, because of any allegation against
you and none of my rank in the eye of Allah's Messenger (&) is the narrator of so

few ahadith as | am (yet | am narrating this Hadith due to my definite knowledge
that). Once the Allah's Messenger (£&) went out to the circle of his Companions and

said: What makes you sit? They said: We are sitting here in order to remember Allah
and to praise Him for He guided us to the path of Islam and He conferred favours
upon us. Thereupon he adjured by Allah and asked if that only was the purpose of
their sitting there. They said: By Allah, we are not sitting here but for this very
purpose, whereupon he (the Messenger) said: | am not asking you to take an oath
because of any allegation against you but for the fact that Gabriel came to me and
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he informed me that Allah, the Exalted and Glorious, was talking to the angels about
your magnificence.

Someone who remembered the action of the Prophet (S)
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Narrated Abu Umama bin Sahl bin Hunaif: | heard Muawiya bin Abi Sufyan , while he
was sitting on the pulpit. When the Mu'adh-dhin pronounced the Adhan saying,
"Allahu-Akbar, Allahu Akbar", Muawiya said: "Allah Akbar, Allahu Akbar." And when
the Mu'adh-dhin said, "Ash-hadu an la ilaha illal-lah (I testify that none has the right
to be worshipped but Allah)", Muawiya said, "And (so do) I". When he said, "Ash-
hadu anna Muhammadan Rasulullah" (I testify that Muhammad is Allah's Apostle),
Muawiya said, "And (so do) I". When the Adhan was finished, Muawiya said, "O
people, when the Mu'adh-dhin pronounced the Adhan | heard Allah's Messenger
(&) on this very pulpit saying what you have just heard me saying”.

- He gave the response to the adhan as he had seen the Prophet (s) give
it.
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Stopped himself before the hadith
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Narrated Sulaym bin 'Amir: Once there was a treaty between Mu'awiyah and the
people of Rome. He was making an expedition into their lands so that when the
period of the treaty would expire he would attack them. So when a man upon an
animal' said: Fulfillment not betrayal! Fulfillment not betrayal! - and it turned out to be
'Amr bin 'Abasah - Mu'awiyah asked him about that. He said: "l heard the Messenger
of Allah (&%) say: 'Whoever has a treaty between himself and a nation, then let him

not violate the treaty nor try to change it until its time has passed, or , in retribution
for a similar offence." He said: "So Mu'awiyah e I3 Al s, returned with the
people.”

- He was preparing the armies even before the treaty had expired, so
when he was reminded that this contradicted the treaty, he pulled back the
armies.



Immediate implementation
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Narrated Abu Maryam Al-Azdi: When | entered upon Mu'awiyah, he said: How good
your visit is to us, O father of so-and-so. (This is an idiom used by the Arabs on to
welcome on such occasions). | said: | have come to tell you a hadith WhICh | heard

(from the Prophet £&). | heard the Messenger of Allah (&) say: If AIIahJ;3 < puts

anyone in the position of authority over the affairs of the Muslims, and he secludes
himself (from them), not fulfilling their needs, wants, and poverty, then Allah will keep
Himself away from him, not fulfilling his need, want and poverty. He said: He
(Mu'awiyah) appointed a man to fulfil the needs of the people.

- Sometimes people begin to expect unnecessary things from the leaders

Took guidance from hadith regarding his work
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Once Mu’'waiyah (r) performed Umrah and went inside the Ka’bah, he sent word to
Ibon Omar (r) and then sat and waited for him until he came. When he came he asked
him, when the PRophe t(s) entered the Ka’bah, on which spot did he pray? IbonOmar
said | was not with him but when | came in he was just leaving so | asked Bilal (r)
about where the Prophet (s) prayed, so he told me that he prayed between the two
pillars. So Mu’awiyah (r) got up and prayed between the two pillars.

Judged according to the Prophet (s)’s instructions
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Abdur Rahman ibn Hurmuz al-A'raj said: Abbas ibn Abdullah ibn Abbas married his
daughter to Abdur Rahman ibn Hakam, and AbdurRahman married his daughter to
him. And they made this (exchange) their dower. Caliph Mu'awiyah bin Abi Sufyan (of
that time) wrote to Marwan commanding him to separate them. And he wrote in his

letter: This is the shighar which the Messenger of Allah (&) has forbidden.

W&

Learnt about the Prophet (s) from his sister
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Mu'awiyah ibn Abu Sufyan asked his sister Umm Habibah, the wife of the Prophet
(Z2): Would the Messenger of Allah (&) pray in the clothes in which he had
intercourse? She said: Yes, when he would not see any impurity in it.
This clarifies another misconception we have: That if we have worn
certain clothes during menstruation then we cannot pray in them once the
menstruation is over. They are clean as long as there is no impurity on
them.

Eager to learn hadith from the other Companions
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Abdur Rehman bin shibl Ansari said that Muawiya said to him: When you pass by my
tent, just tell me the Hadith you heard from the Messenger of Allah (£3), while

standing. He said: | heard the Messenger of Allah (gi) say: Read the Quran, do not

exaggerate in it, do not be hard-hearted in its matter, do not make it a source of food,
and do not increase (your property or wealth) through it.
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Anas b. Malik (r) visited Mu’awiyah (r) when he was in Damascus, so Mu’ awiyah (r)
requested him to narrated a Hadith that he heard from the Prophet (s) himself, and in
which there was no interaction between him and the Prophet (s), so Anas (r) said |
heard the Prophet (s) say: Iman is in Yaman, and just like that in Lakhm and
Judham.

Learnt hadith through correspondence
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Warrad, the scribe of Mughira said, "Mu'awiya wrote to Mughira ibn Shu'ba, saying,
'Write down for me something which you heard the Messenger of Allah (g). So

Mughira wrote to him, ' The Messenger of Allah (&%), used to forbid gossip, wasting

*



money, asking too many questions, refusing to give (right) and asking which is not
his right, disobedience to parents and burying daughters alive.”

Remembered hadith even during illness
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AbuBurdah (r) reported that, | was with Mu’awiyah (r) and a doctor was treating a
wound on his back, and he was expressing pain so | said, If a young boy of ours did
that we would not find his expression of pain acceptable. He said, | do not like that |
should not have this pain, | heard the Prophet (s) said, When a muslim suffers pain
in any part of his body then that becomes an expiation for his sins.

ks As an Orator/Preacher

His effective sermons
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Narrated Mu’awiyah bin Abu Sufyan, he said on this pulpit that “I heard the
Messenger of Allah (z&) saying: ‘Indeed, there is nothing left of this world except
trials and tribulations. The example of each of your deeds are like vessels. If the

upper part is good then the lower part will be good, and if the upper part is bad then
the lower part will be bad.’

Khateeb at Hajj
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Humayd ibn Abd ar-Rahman heard Muawiya ibn Abi Sufyan (giving sermon) on the
day of Ashura in the year in which he made the hajj and he was on the pulpit.

His advice at Hajj
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AbuAmir Abdullah b. Luhay said that once we did Hajj with Mu’awiyah (r), when we
reached Makkah he performed the dhuhr prayer and stood up and said, the
MEssenger of Allah (s) said, the people of the two books became divided intp 72



sects, while this Ummah will become divided into 73 sects, meaning because of their
pursuing their desires. All of them will go to hell except for one and that is one group
(upont he way of the companions). And some people will come from my nation upon
whom these desires will overcome like a dog bites a person so no vein and joint
remains except that the venom reaches it. By Allah! O people of Arabia! If you do not
remain firm upon the LAw of your Prophet, then the others are more prone to not
remain firm upon it!

His advice to the people of Madina
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Narrated Humaid bin "Abdur Rahman: That he heard Muawiya bin Abu Sufyan .,
L.,2c Il on the day of 'Ashura’ during the year he performed the Hajj, saying on the

pulpit, "O people of Medina! Where are your Religious Scholars? | heard Allah's
Messenger saying, 'This is the day of 'Ashura’. Allah has not enjoined its fasting on
you but | am fasting it. You have the choice either to fast or not to fast (on this day)." “
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Narrated Sa’'id bin Musaiyab, he said: When Muawiya bin Abu Sufyan came to
Medina for the last time, he delivered a sermon before us. He took out a tuft of hair
and said, "l never thought that someone other than the Jews would do such a thing
(i.e. use false hair). The Prophet (£%&) named such a practice, 'Az-Zur' (i.e.
falsehood)," meaning the use of false hair.

Warned people against division
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Mu awiyah b. Abu Sufiyan stood among us and said: Beware! The Messenger of
Allah (%) stood among us and said: Beware! The people of the Book before were

split up into seventy two sects, and this community will be split into seventy three:
seventy two of them will go to Hell and one of them will go to Paradise, and that sect
is a group. Ibn Yahya and "Amr added in their version: “There will appear among my
community people who will be dominated by desires like rabies which penetrates its
patient”, (that there remains no vein and no joint but it penetrates it.)



Ali (r) and Mw’awiyah (r)
The Prophet (s)’s testimony regarding both of them
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Whent he Prophet (s) mentioned the fithah between Ali b. AbiTalib (r) and Mu’awiyah
(r), he testified to the faith of both of these groups. Even though he said that one of
the two groups will be closer to the truth, but he did not refute the faith of the other
group, nor did he say that they will be upon falsehood. Instead, he said they will do
ta’'weel in demanding justice, and that was the revenge for the murder of Uthman (a)
from the aggressors.
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Narrated Abu Huraira e I s, he said: Allah's Messenger (i) said, "The Day of
(Judgment) will not be established till there is a war between two groups whose
claims will be the same (that we are on right).”

The reason why he fought Ali
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Mu’awiyah (r)s fight with Ali (r) was not for the sake of Caliphate or kingship. rather it

was to take revenge from the murderers of Uthman (r). And Ali (r) was of the opinion
that that would not be possible until a stable government is established.

The statements of the scholars about him

Abdullah b. Mubarak
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Abdullah b. Mubarak was asked: Who is more superior? Mu’awiyah b. AbiSufyan or
Omar b. AbdulAzeez? He said, by Allah, the dust that went into the nose of

Muawiyah while being in the company of the Prophet (s) is a thousand times better
than Omar b. AbdulAzeez.

Mu’afaa b. Imran
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Jarah said | heard a man ask Mu’afa b. Imran that O AbuMas’ud, what is the level of
Omar b. AbdulAzeez compared to that of Mu’awiyah b.AbiSufyan? Mu’afa became
very angry and he said, do not compare anyone with the companions of the Prophet
(s). Mu’awiyah (r) was the scribe of the Prophet (S), of his in-laws and trusted with
the revelation of Allah the Exalted.

Ibn Taymiyyah
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There are numerous narrations regarding Mu’awiyah (r) that the Prophet (s)
appointed him as a leader just he appointed many others besides him. He partipated
in Jihad with the Prophet (s) and was trusted by him (s). He wrote the Wahy for him
(s), and he (s) never blamed him regarding the writing of Wahy even once.
Omar (r) appointed him as a governor while he knew people very well, and Allah
made him adhere to the truth in heart and tongue, and even he never blamed
Mu’awiyah (r) regarding his leadership.

Narrations of Mu wiya (r)
Narrated many ahadith

Regarding the virtues of adhan
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It was narrated that Talhah bin yahya said: that he had been sitting in the company of

Mu'awiya b. Abu Sufyan when the Mu'adhdhin came who called (Muslims) to prayer.
Mu'awiya said: | heard the Messenger of Allah (&%) saying The Mu'adhdhins will

have the longest necks on the Day of Resurrection.

Regarding Salah
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It was narrated that Mu’awiyah bin Abu Sufyan said: “The Messenger of Allah (&)

said: ‘Do not bow or prostrate before me. No matter how far ahead of you | bow, you
will catch up with me when | raise my head. Indeed | have become bulky.”
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- So be careful about this: no matter how slow the Imam is, never get
ahead of him in prayer.

Regarding LaylatulQadr
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Narrated Mu'awiyah b. ‘Abu Sufyan The Prophet (&%) as saying: Lailat al-Qadr is the
twenty-seventh night (of Ramadan)

Regarding learning sacred knowledge
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Narrated Muawiya while he was giving sermon that | heard Allah's Messenger (&)

saying, "If Allah wants to do good to a person, He makes him comprehend the
religion. | am just a distributor, but the grant is from Allah.

The example of deeds
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Narrated Mu’awiyah bin Abu Sufyan, he said: “I heard the Messenger of Allah (g@,)
say: ‘Deeds (righteous) are like vessels. If the lower part is good then the upper part
will be good, and if the lower part is bad then the upper part will be bad.’
- Many times we say ‘my intention was good’ - but the action must be
good too if the intention is good. Actions are proof of the intentions.

Regarding intercession
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It was narrated from Mu'awiyah bin Sufyan that the Messenger of Allah (&%) said: "A

man may come and ask for something, and | refuse until you intercede, so that you
will be rewarded." And the Messenger of Allah (&%) said: "Intercede and you will be

rewarded.”

Regarding honesty
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It was narrated from Mu awiya bin Abu Sufyan Lwic &l o5, he said that the
Messenger of Allah (&) said: "You must adhere to the truth, for it leads to

righteousness and they both will be in Paradise. And you must beware of lying for it
leads to immorality, and both of them will be in Hell.

Regarding refraining from asking
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Mu awiya bin Abu Sufyan reported that the Messenger of Allah (&) said, "Do not be

importunate in begging. By Allah! If one of you asks me for something and | give it to
him unwillingly, there is no blessing in what | give him.”
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Narrated Ibn Abu Mulaika: Muawiya (r) offered one rak a witr prayer after
the "Isha prayer, and at that time a freed slave of Ibn “Abbas (named Kurayb)
was present. He (i.e. the slave) went to Ibn “Abbas (and told him that
Muawiya offered one rak’a witr prayer). Ibn “~Abbas said, '"Leave him, for he
was in the company of Allah's Messenger (&z).”

- So dont criticize him.
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Narrated Ibn Abi Mulaika: Somebody said to Ibn “Abbas, ""Can you speak to
the chief of the believers Muwaiya (r), as he does not pray except one rak'a

as witr?" Ibn “Abbas (r) replied, "He is a Faqih.”

- Why was he called AmeerulMu’mineen? And when did this title begin?
AbuBakr was called Khaleefatu Rasoolillah, and Omar was initically
Khaleefatu Khaleefat Rasoolulla... so it was becoming long and difficult,
so the Khalifa was then called ‘Leader of the believers’



- Fageeh: makes his judgment based on his understanding of the
knowledge he has, and so Fageeh will differ with one another. Our
problem is that if we have learnt one thing, we will do only that and
consider everyone wrong. If we have always prayed 3 witr, we cosider
praying 1 or 5 wrong.

Further Explanation of the Hadith

The permissibility of performing five, three and one Witr

Myyu|wlL»Selwdsk}syﬁgﬂ»legwwlgbwldgijgﬂsd@@)wmuylelg.c
[1424:551 u-" O] L« Jsza.ds odoly ).’9.» K] wl 3o Jan.ds u)l.u yy K] w| 3o J.i.n.Us
Narrated AbuAyyub al-Ansari: The Messenger of Allah (&) said: The witr is a duty

for every Muslim so if anyone wishes to observe it with five rak'ahs, he may do so; if
anyone wishes to observe it with three, he may do so, and if anyone wishes to
observe it with one, he may do so.

- So if Mu’awiyah (r) prayed one, it was from the sunnah.

The importance of the Witr prayer
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Narrated Ali <ic 4l 5,: The Messenger of Allah (&) said: O people of Quran

(followers of the Quran)! Observe the witr, because Allah is witr (single) and loves
witr.

Witr is an additional prayer

It is not part of Isha prayer, it is an additional prayer for the night. We pray with Isha
mostly because we are afraid we wont be able to pray it later.
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“Allah has increased a prayer for you, which is Witr prayer. So offer it anytime
between the prayers of "Isha and Fajr.”

The Prophet (s)’s advice
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Narrated Abu Hurairah <c 4l s,: My friend (the Prophet £) advised me to do three

things that | should not leave them till | die, (these are): To fast three days every
month, to offer the Duha prayer, and to offer witr before sleeping.
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- There are two types of people: those who regularly pray tahajjud: they
should pray witr after Tahajjud. Second, those who do not pray tahajjud:
they should pray witr before going to sleep. And if they wake up in the
night and there is time till fajr, then they can pray nafl at that time even
though they have already prayed witr.
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Narrated Humran bin Aban: Muawiya said (to the people), "You offer a

prayer which we, who were the companions of the Prophet (£3) never saw

the Prophet (£%) offering, and he forbade its offering," i.e. the two rak’at
after the compulsory “Asr prayer.

831 6319aY) g padl leds gl ¢ LI bl (2 9508

Further explanation of hadith

The Prophet (s) prayed two rak’ah after Asr
This was at home, not in the masijid. Some said this was only for the
Prophet (s), and not for the ummah.
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'A'isha reported: Two are the prayers which the Messenger of Allah (gi) always

observed in my house-openly or secretly-two rak'ahs before the dawn and two
rak'ahs after the ‘Asr.
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It was narrated from Abu Salamah that he asked 'Aishah about the two Rak'ahs that
the Messenger of Allah (&%) used to pray after 'Asr. She said: "He used to pray them
before 'Asr, but once he got busy or forgot them, so he prayed them after 'Asr, then
he always offered them. Which ever prayer he used to offer (start) he would be
constant in it.”

*



Praying after Asr
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Narrated Ali: The Prophet (£%) prohibited to offer prayer after the Asr except at the
time when the sun is high (up in the sky).

The Sahabah prayed 2 rak’ah after Asr
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IbnTawus reported from his father that AbuAyyub Ansari (r) would pray 2 rak’ah after

Aer, when Omar was the Khalifah he stopped, and when he passed away he

resumed. So he was asked about this. He said, Omar would punish people for

praying these two rak’ah.

- Why did he forbid them? Because at that time people who worship the sun

would perform prayer. So in order to differ from them. He did not want people to

start worshipping at the time when sun is intensely yellow / time of rising /

setting.

- Mu’awiyah (r) said | never saw the Prophet (s) do this.... yes because he did
not pray in the masjid, he would pray at home, just as Aisha (r) narrated.

- So what do we do?

If one wishes to pray then he must pray immediately after asr, not closer to the

time of sunset.

Can pray tahiyyatul masjid, nafal etc.

Question: Taking money for teaching the Quran. Proof: way of Omar (r),
but the teacher of the Quran should neither learn nor teach with the sole
purpose of earning money through this ilm.



